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When We Die-We Live 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

 Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 (John 3:16) What happens to us when we die? There are all kinds of 

opinions out there about where people go when they die. Some believe 
that dead souls float away into nothingness, others believe in re-

incarnation and that dead souls return in a different form. Christians 
believe that upon death, our spirits return to the Father. God has a clear 

plan for his children. We do not have to guess where we go, when we die. 
A little while ago, I came upon a story that sort of captures God’s plan for 

humanity. The school system in a large city had a program to help 
 children keep up with their schoolwork during stays in the city's 
hospitals. One teacher who was assigned to the program received a 
routine call asking her to visit a particular child. She took the child's  

name and room number and talked briefly with the child's regular class 
teacher. "We're studying nouns and adverbs in his class now," the 

regular teacher said, "and I'd be grateful if you could help him 
understand them, so he doesn't fall too far behind." The hospital 
program teacher went to see the boy that afternoon. No one had 

mentioned to her that the boy had been badly burned and was in great 
pain. Upset at the sight of the boy, she stammered as she told him, "I've 
been sent by your school to help you with nouns and adverbs." When 
she left, she felt she hadn't accomplished much. But the next day, a 
nurse asked her, "What did you do to that boy?" The teacher felt she 

must have done something wrong and began to apologize. "No, no," said 
the nurse. "You don't know what I mean. We've been worried about that 
little boy, but ever since yesterday, his whole attitude has changed. He's 

fighting back, responding to treatment. It's as though he's decided to 
live." Two weeks later the boy explained that he had completely given up 

hope until 
 the teacher arrived. Everything changed when he came to a simple 
realization. He expressed it this way: "They wouldn't send a teacher to 
work on nouns and adverbs with a dying boy, would they?” Perhaps this 
is how God’s love works in our lives. Like that little boy we were scarred 
and isolated from God by sin, with no hope of making it. Sin condemned 
us to eternal death. God in his mercy sent Jesus Christ, not to teach us 
nouns and numbers but verbs and a number. Verbs like “loved, gave, 
believes, shall not perish, but have eternal life.” And numbers like one. 
That one died for all and therefore all died (2 Corinthians 5:14); and by 
one sacrifice he has made perfect those who are being made holy 
(Hebrews 10:14); that this same God has appointed but one day to die, 
and after that the judgement (Hebrews 9:27), and finally that one day he 
is coming back to take his people to be with him. Surely God wouldn’t 
send his One and Only Begotten Son to work on verbs and a  

number with a dying and hopeless humanity, would he? 
Chaplain Joan  
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Celebrating June 
 

Great Outdoors Month 

Women’s Golf Month 

Audiobook Appreciation 

Month 

Say Something Nice Day 

June 1 

 Corn on the Cob Day 

June 11 

World Blood Donor Day 

June 14 

Men’s Health Week 

June 15–21 

Father’s Day 

June 21 

Day of the Seafarer 

June 25  

Take Your Dog  

to Work Day 

June 26 

“Happy Birthday 

to You” Day 

June 27 
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June Birthdays 
 
In astrology, those born between June 1–21 are 
Gemini’s Twins. The Twins represent energetic 
communication and interaction. Curious Geminis 
love to collect and share information. Witty and 
intellectual, they attract many friends, mentors, 
and colleagues. Those born between June 22–30 
are Crabs of Cancer. Kind and protective, Crabs 
love to nurture others. While they may be 
emotional, they are never soft. Cancers are 
tenacious in their pursuit of domestic harmony. 
 
Jerry Mathers (actor) – June 2, 1948 

Frank Lloyd Wright (architect) – June 8, 1867 

Judy Garland (actress) – June 10, 1922 

Jim Nabors (actor) – June 12, 1930 

Alois Alzheimer (doctor) – June 14, 1864 

Moe Howard (comedian) – June 19, 1897 

Meryl Streep (actress) – June 22, 1949 

Pearl S. Buck (novelist) – June 26, 1892 

Mel Brooks (actor) – June 28, 1926 

Lena Horne (singer) – June 30, 1917 
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